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In conclusion, His Excellency said he was gratified to hear the
satisfaction which they expressed in the machinery for the
administration of Law and Justice, and he appreciated their
solicitude as regards education. He congratulated the Muni-
cipality on their efforts to improve educational facilities and on
their policy as regards primary education. He realized, however,
that with a large number of high schools and an increasing number
of students turning their thoughts towards higher education,
facilities for University education were a necessity calling for
careful thought and action on the part of the local authorities.

Lord Reading's Speech, in reply to Coorg Landholders'
Association 30th November 1923

I am gratified to have had this opportunity ot meeting you,
and thank you most warmly for your address, and for the kind
welcome you have extended to Her Excellency and myself.
It was my hope to have found time to pay a visit to Coorg and
to have had the pleasure of taking part in the ceremonies con-
nected with the inauguration of your new Legislative Council,
but my engagements in Southern India are numerous, and my
time is restricted, and I have been obliged, though with great
reluctance, to abandon my idea. Nevertheless, you may rest
assured that Coorg and its people hold a very special interest
for me; that I am conscious that the ties which connect them
with my Government are of a very special nature.

Coorg is a very small country, but it has a great history
behind it. Its people were allies of the British Government
for nearly fifty years before their country, at their own request,
was taken over by the British. They rendered valuable assist-
ance in the wars with Hyder Ali and Tippu, their support was
freely given in the suppression of the rising in South Canara in
1836, and at the time of the Sepoy Mutiny they rallied en masse
to the help of the British Government. These fine traditions
found their echo in their record in the recent Great War, and
even now, when the War is over, by raising a Territorial batta-
lion and by keenness in enlisting, they continue to foster and
preserve their ideas of loyalty and service. These annals
establish a record in which Coorg, though smaller in area and
population than the average British district, may well take pride.

As a province, its people, as my Government has always
recognized, have their own racial, linguistic, and social charac-
teristics, and a distinct and well-marked individuality of their